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Gunleather: Decoration

Edge-Rolled Tooling and Basket-Weave Stamping

by Will Ghormley

vg got to say whal a great time 1 had at the Convention.
To see i of vou agam made February worth living
treaigh. Herb Gindulis, of Great Plains Hat Co, fame and 1
Figst returned from a week in dusty Arizona, (1 don’t wani
e ndelicate Herb, but have you been able to dislodge

t pamibleweed yvet?!) Boy was it good to be back home

v friends! Not that Arizona was all bad. I got ( see some
of the old crew 1 shot with in southwest Colorado. 1 alse met
semee Tolks [ve only heard about,

i had the pleasure of running into Johnnie Roper of
Buckeve, Arizona. You’ve probably read some of his letters in
The Shootst, What a character! We must have stood and
chanied for over an hour and a half! He told me to say “hey” to
Lieorge, which | did at the Convention. He hopes to make it up
fr Mationals this year. [ hope lie makes i, it would be a hoot!
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if vou saw him you would know him right away. He describes
wamselfas, ... guite a large nustache followed shortly by a
rather small man.”

I should be getting down to business though, Last edition I
promised 1 would talk about edge rolled tooling and basket
weave stamping.

The edge roller is a handle with interchangeable wheels of
Fiferemt patterns (Plate 1)
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Much of the decoration |
on holsters of the 01" West were done with hand held rollers
like this. or in larger shops, with mechanical rollers. As you can
see in the picture, I've made two parallel lines on the damp :
leather with the dull end of my adjustable gouge. They are §
wide enough apart to allow me to roll the pattern between
them. You have to hold the tool almost straight up and down
to put encugh pressure on the roller to leave a good imprint i
(Plate 2).

Plate 2

1n the corner, where the rolled patterns meet, 1 used a seeder
stamp of appropriate size to cover their junction {Plates 3 & 4).
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Piate 3

Plate 4

In Plate 5 1 have put my paratlel fines closer fogether, run
the edge roffer on both sides of the line, and finished the
corpers with a star, for a different look.

Plate §

Using rotled patterns, whether by machine or hand, has
always been wide spread. It would be hard to date edge rolling
because of it's different uscs, but examples of this style of
embossing pre-date the Civil War - and continue fo this day.
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The Mexican basket weave stamp is 2 Hitle gasier to date,
however. Not much of it was seen before the mid 1380s, and 2t
didn’t become wide spread in the United States until after the
turn of the century. 1f vou are doing a late 1800s impression,
you would be on the cutting edge with 2 basker weave stamped
rig.

Factory basket weaving is often done on hydraolic rollers,
or in a press. but for someonc doing a one-of-a-kind. the only
way to do it is one stamp af a ume. 1 can get tedious,

To begin, you must cutline the area vou ar
stamp. Use the edge gouge on the damp leuther o set up the
border for the pattern from the edge of vour holster or belt.
Next, seribe a line at a diagonal across the area vou'll be
stamping (Plate 6).

Pl 6

Don’t try 1o basket weave parallel 1w any of vour border lines.
It is difficuit to keep the lines of the basket weave stamp
parallel over a large area. I vou start it parallei o any other
line of the rig, it will really show up if you gei out of kilter. [f
you work on a diagonal that doesn’t line up with anything, it
will be harder to see il vou get a little off. If vou get enough
off, nothing will help (the voice of experience].

Line your basket weave stamp up along the diagonal line,
After you have made an impression. line the other edge of the
stamp up with the diagonal line. The stamp impressions will
alternate from side to side of the diagonal ling. Newle the end
of the stamp up against the vertical impression in the previous
stamp (Plate 7).
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The goal 13 1o not only keep the diagonal lines of the stamp Looks good encugh to me, | think I'll teave it alone. If you
paraiie] w each other, but to keep the vertical Hines of the wanted to, though, vou could edge roll around the whole
stammp tined up with one another, [t takes some practice. You pattern.

might want to 1y it out on a scrap before you stamp you
propecl.

From tme to time you might need to lay a straight cdge
a0ross vour pattern and scribe a new straight line to follow.
Dron’t wt until your lines are real crooked before you try (o
siraighten them out. It would be betier to scribe a new line
gwery time than try to fix basket stamping that has swerved out
of control,

When vou are on the last stamp of each row, and the
snpression of the stamp is going 10 cross your border Hnes,
rock the stamp so you leave only a partial impression when
siruck with the mallet. You may leave some faint impressions
cutside of the lines. Tf yvou look closely at Plate 8, you ¢an see
where Uve gone over an some of my stamps.

Plage 10

That pretty much covers decorations. | haven’f got a clue
as w what Il write about next ssue. 1f vou have any ideas,
give me a ring or drop me a line and let me know what you
want to see.

Until next time, see you on the range, Will,

Piare &

. , | Iru-Charger
When vouve finished your basket weave patters iUs tine

o put in the border stamp, This covers up the partial basket Powder Measure for Black Powder
weave imprints along the edge of the pattern. There are border
roels just for this purpose, but camouflage stamps work fine
o, in Plate 9, 've chosen a medium sized camouflage stamp
e fipish out the inside of the border.

Patens
Pending

* Acturafe
* Goad Duplication
* Easy to Use

* Fast )
* Safe Set It
* Adjustable 38-75 gr &
* Guaranieed Fgrgg{ 1t :
g -
Biack Powder Measure for
Cartridge Reloading

Great for Mugzle Loaders Too

: For FREE Brochure Send Long
. Seli-Addressed Stamped Envelepe to

Plute ¥

Rt 2 Box 184-1 Dept. TS
Willigmstown, WV 26187

When I {inished the mside of the border | didn’t like the : i
look. T wok my adjustable edge gouge and scribed & new line =iy BiTES
arpand the border {Plate 10). : SRR
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